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It was in August 1981 that I first went to the Zenkoku Kensetsu Kenshu Cen-
ter. I had not been in Tokyo very long and was still uncertain of my way around
the metropolis, Prior to this assignment | had always taught in the centre of
Tokyo usually in office blocks located in busy commercial centres.

So, you can imagine my delight as | headed out along a route generously
populated with trees, grass and quite a few tambo. As I boarded the simple,
2-car Seibu/Tamako line train | was expecting to be brought back to reality by
getting off at some ultramodern new town, filled with ultramodern high rise
buildings. When I realised that the Z.K.K.C. was set in spacious grounds I felt
so relieved.

The fact that the grounds of the Z.K.K.C. comprise not only of tennis courts
and a baseball ground but also a large, green field which was a marvellous place
for simply taking a walk, may not seem of great significance. However, I think
such an environment is extremely valuable as it helps students to relax and to
consider the relationship between their study, the natural world, society and any-
thing else of importance. Through such contemplation 1 believe we can get a
sense of perspective.

The environment at the Z.K.K.C. is certainly conducive to learning but that
alone is not enough to ensure a fruitful course of study for students. It is nor-
mally very hard to study a foreign language so students need constant encourage-
ment and help. Teachers have always been assisted with this by the staff of the
Z.K.K.C.. They look after the needs of both students and teachers while at the
same time trying to create a friendly atmosphere between them so that both
teachers and students can work in a relaxed and uninhibited style. It is quite
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usual for members of the staff to drop
in on a class but their presence is sup-
portive and usually results in some con-
structive suggestions.

One of my most treasured memo-
ries is of the evening of June 15th. 1984.
I was due to teach that day at the centre
but unfortunately was unable to do so.
As it was the last day of the course I
went along in the evening to say good-
When | arrived 1
was greeted by all the students, teach-

bye to the students.

ers and members of the staff. They gave
me presents and a joyful party ensued.
The reason for the celebrations was that
my wife had given birth to our first
child.
just a few hours which, I feel, is a meas-

Everything was organized in

ure of the wonderful goodwill and sin-
cerity of both the students and staff at
the centre.

Over the six years | have taught at
the Z.K.K.C. the courses have been con-
tinually changing. Whatever method-
ology is adopted the use of English in
a classroom is bound to be slightly ar-
tificial. To try and replicate more nat-
ural conditions for speaking English
“study trips” were introduced. Basi-
cally, these trips involve a class and its
teachers going to the Kensetsu Special
Training Centre in Izu for a weekend
and communicating in éng[ish for what-
ever purpose arises. Teachers and stu-
dents travel together, eat and drink to-
gether, go sightseeing and so on. The

impetus for this innovation came from

21

W A TEEREMEE> Y—ETN
EDBEWBI6E) BB TH oIz, &
ERFBEHEBEARICRE, SEDE
[CAZEAT, BLORELBEDPLMICHS
AT AETHEEEEDTVNEETH DB,

ZTWEEIC. R, HBEICEEINEEEL
DTEIY—-RIE<CERBOEMDEU %A
BERLTWEEITDERD, #NTH. 28
ERBOMDR[DEVEREECEDIRT R
&, BEZEREVES. BEBEILALIBIN
HEFHLWEENWDSRELCEODTLESDT
FBNDEBDODTWNE, HEE>I—HEL
ELEIMICHBL TS EHDHY, 7R
WETDEDERLUE,

B Y—DBVCE. TZATO—~
FIRE. LA DY, EEEETTE
TRESLIMEATHDE. CORER. HE
E7 )SWIIAEE, BEOME. BRFA.
HBZOMEEEBREDLHDDENICE
AERFEEDDCERICHEEDDEDER
Do CCTHRBRETDCEICKDT. AlK
MEZRATNEBDICELNTEDERET D,

MEE>I—DREFZVICET D EEF
BEN\ENECHTHDH. MEEHERDD
SHRZEHITEDDE. ENLEFICEDRN
CE}m/TH Do

NEBESSRCEIPBEBDIHHL <
HEE(Z & D TS RGRE SR S B DN E
THadH. B I—DAS Y I HEEES
BMEEEAL T, BECHBED—_—XICE
A\ DORGEHEL - MBETRBESEIE
D<KNBELDEHTINDDT, HEHLTE
LSS WIAL, ZELTEREESD
NBNEBTHARTDCEHNTED, AIWT
BOSACEEHI CEHE<H D, N
CRDTOTALETON, BENATEBY
/BONDOHEEB DTS,



the centre and indicates its desire to de-
velop as broad an educational training
as possible, exemplifying not only the
technical but the humanistic side of
learning.

Study trips are one of a number of
developments in the language training
course but the important question is “Is
[ would defi-
nitely say “Yes”. In one month the im-

the course successful?”

provement in most students ability to
communicate in English is often as-
tounding. When a student can forget
his natural phobia about foreigners and
foreign languages he really can make
startling progress. 1 attribute this to
the fact that:

a) The course is residential

b) The course lasts 1 month (al-
though the longer the exposure to
English the better)

¢) The students hardworking at-
titude.

d) The support students give each
other.

e) The support and concern the
centre shows for both teachers
and students.

f) The suitability of the course to
the needs of the students.

To further the last point I would
say the basic aim of the course is not
only to improve the linguistic knowl-
edge and ability of the students but also
to develop a human interest in people
of another race who speak a different

A, mBABLELTVDRBUHD—DI
19844 (BBF059EE) 6RNOBODEDZETH
%, £0B. MFHEEYI—CHAIZIT
BTN, HETIIZSEHTET, L
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niz. COMTT, HBECHBREMIE o
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99— BT 2B HEIMNRED S TR
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&, tMBLEDRFERDOO EIEBIEENT
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This should constitute the
prime motivation for students to actu-

language.

ally practise and use a foreign language.
Without this desire the linguistic value
is merely abstract and without purpose.
I feel up to now the course has been suc-
cessful but still it could be improved.

The efforts of everybody connected
with the Z.K.K.C. contribute to a course
characterized by its enthusiastic spirit
and energy. However, the flame which
has been lit can easily fade and die. Alas
the course is short and without con-
stant practise the students ability in Eng-
lish will quickly lose its shine. Stu-
dents must be urged to continue their
study after completing the course. There
are now many opportunities for private
study although the guidance of a train-
ed teacher is probably more interesting.
Of course the ideal way to study is by
going abroad. I am happy to say that
the director of the Z.K.K.C., Mr. Yama-
uchi, has already done this and is now
working hard to find participants to
study on special summer courses con-
ducted by foreign universities & insti-
tutes.

The Z.K.K.C., guided by people
with such foresight and imagination, is
sure to grow as an institute of true edu-
cation and as such provide a tremen-
dous service to the construction indus-
try as a whole.

E=®
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